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THERE is no room for doubt that the ordinary press of 
Egypt is playing an ever more and more important part 
in aggressive Islamism and is therefore worthy of the 
careful attention of those who wish to feel the pulse of 
Islam. For it can be said that there is no essentially 
secular press in Egypt. Recently the full force of the 
Mohammedan press has been turned upon two of the 
missionary magazines and some of the local European 
papers have protested against this mixing up of the 
secular and the religious, attributing the burst of religious 
frenzy to a lack of material to  fill their columns, but 
the real reason lies deeper and was stated well by Lord 
Cromer in his 1906 report. 
Others, again, whether from indifference verging on agnosticism, 
or from political and opportunist motives, or, as 1 trust may some- 
times be the cam, from having really assimilated modern ideas upon 
the subject of religious toleration, would be willing, were such a course 
possible,to separate the political from the religious, even, possibly, from 
the racial issues. If such are their wishes and intentions, I entertain 
very little doubt that they will find them impossible of execution. 
Unless they can convince the. Noslem masses of their militant Islamism, 
they will fail to  arrest their attention or to attract their sympathy. 
Appeals, either overt or covert, to  racial and religious passions, are 
thus a necessity of their existence in order to ensure the furtherance 
of their political programme. 
But over and above this, it is now societies formed 
and maintained by the daily press that are taking up 
the cudgels against missionary activity and preparing 
to meet it in every way. Not least notable amongst the 
efforts in this direction being the sending to Europe o i  
a number of El-Azhar sheikhs to equip them the more 
intelligently for a thorough propaganda in defence of 
Islam through every town and village in Egypt. 
Further, during all this recent controversy, whole 
leading articles were devoted to bitter invective against 
the Ulemas for their silence and apathy, and for failing 
to meet the arguments of the Christians and overthrow 
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them. Surely another indication of this tendency of the 
secular press, with its wider and more modern education, 
to supersede the Ulema in the defence and propagation of 
Islam. 
One would naturally draw from this the conclusion 
that it is of paramount importance for the missionary 
amongst; Mohammedans to be in constant touch with 
the Moslem press of Egypt if he wishes to be in touch 
with the living, breathing Islam of to-day, But this is a 
conclusion to which the average missionary should be 
slow to come. It would mean such an expenditure of 
time and labour that there would be little time left 
for more profitable studies, and, above all, for that 
spiritual equipment by which alone he can speak “ the 
word of the Cross,” which carries more power with it 
than “ the word of wisdom.” For this Egyptian press in 
its religious side, as in its political, is hysterical to  the 
last degree, inconsistent and dishonest, and rarely does 
one find a really useful article. In that same report, 
quoted above, Lord Cromer says of the political that 
which is equally true of the religious : - 
I may say that I consider it as part of my duty to  read many 
of the articles which appear in the vernacular papers, notably those 
which are opposed to British policy in Egypt. I do so mainly with a 
view to ascertaining whether they oontnin any prnct,ical suggestions 
which are worthy of consideration. /That the views of the writers 
should, on all subjects, be tinged by their political opinions, is natural 
enough, and cannot justly form matter for complaint. I thought, 
however, a t  one time, that occasionally something might be learnt 
from them as regards administrative and other local matters of a non- 
political character. In  this respect I have been disappointed. I 
find that facts are generally misstated, and often wilfully perverted, 
and that vague declamation, wholly erroneous and fantastic ideas 
as to the motives and intentions, not only of England, but of other 
foreign powers, and sweeping generalities, which are not accompanied 
by any semblance of truth, form the principal stock-in-trade of these 
writers. I do not remember ever to have read, in any of the news- 
papers of which I am now speaking, a single accurate, well argued, 
or useful article on such matters as finance, education, or the working 
of tho judicial system. On the whole, I think it may be said with truth 
that constant perusal of those vernacular papers which strongly 
advocate Egyptian autonomy, is well calculated to  convince anyone 
who, like myself, is most desirous to  efford reasonable sympathy to  
Egyptian aspirations, that the rapid realisation of those aspirations 
would bo disastrous to the Egyptians themselvea, and to all interested 
in the welf~re of Egypt. 
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It is astonishing the amount of matter that finds its 
way from the presses of Egypt, considering the smallness 
of the total population ( i e . ,  less than 10,000,000) and 
the small proportion out of that total who are able to 
read. Taking the totals for 1909, and including all 
periodicah :- 
There were 90 published in Cairo. 
1 ,  I ,  45 ,, ,, Alexandria. 
I ,  1 9  3 1 ,  ,, Tanta. 
,, ,, 4 I ,  ,, Port Said. 
,* 1 I. Aeeiout. 
9 ,  *, 1 I1 ,, Damietta. 
Of these, eighty-four are dailies, thirty-nine being in 
Arabic, six in other Oriental languages and thirty-nine 
in European languages. Of the other periodicals, there 
are twenty-nine literary reviews (seventeen Arabic and 
twelve European), three Arabic judicial periodicals, three 
Arabic and two European medical papers, eleven Arabic 
and three European magazines devoted to religion, 
two Arabic and one European ladies’ papers, four Arabic 
historical reviews, one Arabic and one European 
humorous paper. 
It should, however, be mentioned that many of the 
papera that have a place in these statistics have practically 
no circulation, and are only carried on to be a vehicle 
for obtaining money for their owners by blackmail and 
other reprehensible methods. Their tactics are some- 
what like this : they write a very flattering article about 
some petty public official whom they think gullible. 
The article generally contains a most eulogistic poem to 
the honour of the victim. They show- it to him and 
then beg for a photograph. The whole is then set up 
in type and again shown to him ; he is gradually brought 
to understand that there is only one thing that now 
stands in the way of its publication, i.e., a present ! If, 
with patience, this is not forthcoming, a villainously 
slanderous article is shown him as about to be substituted 
for the laudatory one. One editor, who waa notorious 
for this method of making a living, exhausted all possible 
Egyptian aources of revenue, so he toured round the 
whole coast of Arabia and victimised all the petty Arab 
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chiefs, who with their pictures appeared in his pages as 
most exalted and omnipotent sultans. A most amusing 
feature of this campaign was that the papers were very 
profusely illustrated, and the editor appeared in nearly 
every picture, the title always bearing the legend, " The 
editor of this magazine and the mighty sultan of--" 
The leading papers are :- 
The Moayyad, edited by Sheikh Aly Yusef, which 
was for many years the Times of Egypt, but the rise 
into popular favour of the late Mustapha Pasha Kamil 
with his strong Nationalistic policy, brought its long 
undisputed reign as the special organ of Egyptian 
Mohammedanism to an end. This was aided at the time 
by the elopement of Sheikh Aly Yusef, already a married 
man, with a young daughter of one of the leading Moham- 
medan families in Cairo, claiming direct descent from 
the Prophet. As a matter of fact, the Moayyad still 
remains the best edited paper and still has the widest 
foreign circulation, being read from Fez to  Peking. But 
in Egypt it is considered of uncertain policy, and is 
specially in disfavour because it is considered to be the 
organ of the Khedivial Court. 
The Lewa was founded by the late Mustapha Pasha 
%mil, who might well be called the discoverer of 
Egyptian Nationalism, and it is significant that school- 
boys were the stepping-stones by which he and his paper 
arrived a t  the pinnacle of fame, which goes to prove 
that in Egypt, where for centuries all love of country 
and national feeling had been ruthlessly stamped out, 
there was beginning to grow, as a result of settled govern- 
ment and education, together with the spread of Christian 
ideals, a genuine liberal and national spirit. It was this 
in its infancy that Mustapha Pasha got hold of and led 
into t h e  paths of fanatical anarchism, having its de'noue- 
ment in the cold-blooded assassination of the late Prime 
Minister, Butros Pasha Ghali. 
As a sample of t.his paper's style, we will here give 
an extract from an article written against the American 
Mission magazine, El-Murshid, in the recent controversy 
already referred to, which was brought about by a 
translation of a passage coniparing Mohammedan prayer 
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and Christian prayer in Dr. St. Clair Tisdall’s book, 
“ The Cross and the Crescent.” The magazine Beshair- 
el-Salaam was soon dragged into the same controversy, 
and for weeks the papers were full of articles similar to 
the one given and frenzied appeals to the Government 
to have these papers suppressed. Amongst the volume 
of matter written there was not one serious attempt to  
meet and confute the Christian position. This, it  may 
also be remarked, is a t  the same time a fair sample of 
the methods used in politics. 
Extract from “ El-Lewa.,” August 23rd, 1910. 
MOSLEMS AND LIARS. 
“ Fain would they put out God’s light with their mouths : but 
God only desires t o  perfect His light albeit infidels abhor it.”-Kwait. 
Whenever brawlers or ignorant persons give vent to their folly, 
whether it be with the pugnacity of the European or with the suavity 
of the politer members of Eastern Churches, they always attribute 
to  Islam whatever their corrupt morals and paltry brains dictate, 
fashioning the Moslems after the model of themselves and their fellows. 
Yesterday that black-hearted, low-born villain, that  foolish 
deceiver, the owner of El-Murshid, that  dirty and misguided rag, 
slandered Islam, with a vile, low and filthy calumniation, in that he 
said it was a religion of disorder, of hypocrisy, of ruffianism, and of 
falsehood. That last term by itself would have been more than 
enough. 
This vile liar yesterday slandered the religion of the Government, 
being one of its subjects. He cast dirt a t  a nation by whose forbearance 
he is allowed to exist and with whose bread he satisfies his hunger. 
He has wounded the hearts and hurt the susceptibilities of thefollowers 
of this religion, who are only deterred from attacking him and shame- 
less ones like him by the noble precepts, elevated morality and gentla 
nature of the very religion he vilifies. 
When the Lewa was suppressed at  the beginning of 
this year, the Nationalist party found at once a new 
organ in a hitherto obscure Nationalist paper, which in 
its turn was suppressed ; ultimately, the party found a 
fairly permanent home in the columns of another obscure 
paper called EL’AZam. This paper is now, for all intents 
and purposes, the Lewa ; the notorious Sheikh Shawish, 
who took Mustapha Pasha’s place as chief writer of the 
Nationalist party, and who has already suffered two terms 
of imprisonment for scurrilous articles, is the chief editor, 
and it is under his auspices that a society has been 
152 THE MOSLEM WORLD 
founded for sending picked Azhar sheikhs to Europe for 
special training. 
The only other daily paper that need be mentioned 
here is the aareeda. This paper and its editor, Imtfy 
Bey, are in considerable repute amongst those who like 
a less rabid form of politics than that supplied by the 
Lewa and its daughters. Its tendencies are the same, 
but in a quieter and more respectable way. It frequently 
contains thoughtful articles on religious subjects and sug- 
gested reforms of Mohammedan customs and manners. 
The following is extracted from a long article which 
appeared on January 21st, 1908. The writer is Dr. 
Mohammed Tewfik, a frequent contributor of similar 
articles. He commences with a long argument for the 
untrustworthiness of Mohammedan tradition generally. 
His arguments are very similar to what you will find 
in any Christian treatise on Mohammedanism. He then 
attacks the position taken up by the vast majority of 
Moslems, that if a tradition can be certainly traced up to 
a companion of the Prophet, it is to  be treated as sacred, 
and so free from criticism. He goes still further by 
stating that the words and deeds of the Prophet thus 
handed down are open to criticism, and need not neces- 
sarily be acted upon, as even a prophet may err in things 
pertaining to this earth, and things which do not concern 
his divine mission to men, such as things medicol, 
astronomical, etc. And he bases this opinion on the 
Mohammedan " Pathers 9 9  themselves He concludes 
his article with these words :- 
Some traditions in every nation are the cause of its wandering and 
departing from the true path. And this nation (Egypt), as others, 
has fallen a victim to this malady, the malady of traditionalism, until 
it is about to  succumb to it unless delivered by God. And this is 
our hope and earnest desire. 
If it had not been for some of the traditions there would not have 
died more than a quarter of a million Moslems in India, as we have 
recently learned from the papers, because of their refusing to be 
vacoinated, holding by the tradition. " Let there be no transmission 
of disease from one to another." 
If it had not been for some of the tradit,ions no one would have 
prevented us from borrowing and laying money out a t  interest, and 
because of such-like prohibitions we have become a byword of ignorance 
and poverty amongst the nations. 
If it had not been for some of the traditions we would not have 
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such things as, for instance, that  which is related by Moslem (one of 
their most trustworthy traditionists), that  the Prophet saw the Nile 
and the Euphrates coming from above the seven heavens, from the 
rivers of Paradise, from under the lotus-tree of Salvation, as is told 
by El-Bokhary in the story of the " Night-Journey." 
I n  a word, if it had not been for some of the traditions, we mould 
never have come to our present condition. And if I were to  recount 
all the fabulous things therein contained (may God cleanse our religion 
and His Apostle from them !), I would be overcome, and would have 
to  fill volumes. 
Could we p a d d y  invite any of the learned men of Europe, or of 
Japan, to embrace our faith, un.til we cleanse it from these vanities 9 
And is there in the noble Koran any trace of these stupidities ? 
Then why, oh ! people, have ye cast it behind your backs, and sup- 
planted it with fabrications and ridiculous fancies, which have been 
foisted upon you by devils ? 
Oh ! my God ! I aaquit myself before Thee of having any part 
with those who have corrupted our religion with vanities, and who 
have confounded it with a multitude of sayings, until its light is veiled, 
and its glorious face disfigured. 
Would God that the Moslems would but return to their guidance 
and to the book of their Lord, their glory would return to  them, and 
happiness would come to  them from every place. And they would 
arise to-day to the magnificence of the former days. 
Of the religious magazines, El-Minur undoubtedly 
holds the first place and has done so for thirteen years. 
In  the days of the late Grand Mufti of Egypt, Mohammed 
Abdu, it was the organ of his very liberal Mohammedan 
views, and .for many years published his lectures in 
El-Azhar on Koranic interpretation. 
AZ-Hidayah has been started recently by Sheikh 
Shawish, with the object of reviving Mohammedanism 
amongst the Moslems of Egypt, and warning them 
against Christian magazines. But it is astonishing how 
few there are of such papers, the bulk of the religious 
periodicals in Egypt are Christian. Constantly Moslem 
magazines are started in opposition, but their average 
life is from three to six months. Co-operation in opposing 
Christianity seems to  be wholly lacking, besides which, 
these efforts so abundantly reveal the inherent weakness 
of Islam that they are bound to die a natural death. 
Islam has no heart and mind-compelling message to 
supply material for a religious periodical. 
When we look into the Mohammedan press of Egypt 
we are struck with its weakness, especially with its lack of 
anything that could be described as constructive, and if 
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our observation were confined to it, we could never 
credit it  with a far-reaching influence. But that it has 
such an influence, who, that  is a t  all observant of present- 
day movements in the Mohammedan world, can doubt ? 
Let me, in concluding this article, quote from Mons. 
A. le Chatelier in a recent number of La Revue du Monde 
Musulrnan” ;- 
Constituted already by the uniformity of its history and its institu- 
tions, this civilisation (Moslem) has not had as yet the character of a 
social structure, on account of the separation of its component parts. 
But the shortening of distances, rapidity of communications and the 
multiplicity of contact which are being established between peoples, 
give it more and m0r0 a place in the life of humanity. Already the 
press formulates the common thought between the Moslems of 
Mindanao and those of Adamaoua ; between the Chinese Ahong and 
the Almamy Peul of Futa. The African Zawiya of Bir Alali in Kanem 
receives a newspaper from Irak Arahi. The Cairo Mouyyud circulates 
from Fez to  Peking. 
The Shurufa of Mecca formerly exercised a more extended authority 
than that of the Khalif. People came to  fulfil their vows of pilgrimage, 
from all corners of the world. Pilgrims from China and pilgrims from 
the Sudan ; great Indian rajahs, Turkish viziers, Arabian emirs. They 
came to the holy city to  build themselves up in living and deep faith 
against the contaminations of the world. The pilgrimage had the 
value of a great act of world-wide policy. To-day it retains only 
the merits of a respected act of devotion. The pilgrimage by steam- 
boat has introduced the great ensign of Cook and Co. into the religion 
of the Prophet. Although the Bedouins still form a religious barrier 
after their manner, by preventing European tourists from profiting 
by its agencies in accompanying theif. Moslem clients, the pilgrimage 
ie not what it was. It has given up its political influence to  the press. 
One prays; one is exalted in making the round of the holy Kaaba ; 
faith is revivified by the purity of the Ihram ; one descends from 
Mina with firm resolutions against Satan the Accursed. But  an 
article in the M o a y y d ,  the Sobah, Habl-el-Matin, or even the Observer 
of Lahore has quickly replaced the opinions conceived in the isolated 
metropolis of the Hejaz, by the latest news from Cairo or Stamboul. 
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